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Nkw York, leUi Mtwch, 1850. 

Mr Dear Sjb : — Availinjr myself of your kiif.d ioTitalion 
to give yoa my MoUments <v any time, on topics occHpyjof 
the attention of Congress, I wrote to you a few weeko ago, 
ift relation to the compromisd proposed by Mr. Clay. Siuoe 
the date cf that letter, you, and I, and indeed the whole 
♦nation, have been astounded by the s^nii^e coarse pursued 
ia the Senate by Mr. Webster. I inquire not into his mo- 
tivoa ; to hia own mastfir he standeth or falletB : but cer- 
tainly it must be admitted by fnends aed foee, that his 
recent somerset is one of the boldest and most extraordinary 
ever thrown by a political imnbler. 1 wilh not infliet upon 
yoa a minute examination of his lameni,able speeiih, but I 
will take the liberty to call your attention to » few of it« 
prominent points. 

Gen. Cass frankly confessed that, with regai*d to the 
Wilmot prcritc, s, char.ge had come over him ; Imt Mr» 
Webster, while his personal identity is ^most wholly de* 
stroyed, while scarcely a fragment of. the former man 
remains, is nnder f.hf halhicinBtion that he is the same 
Dimwl Webster as before, and while diMMnincing^ ridi- 
cuR^ the proviso, professes to fao lis much tibvoted to itt 
principle aa ever ! 

Ue nou pours contemp*, not only upon le^Iative in- 
structions, b^t aiso upon l^;islattve expreoskos <h hostility to 



ihQ esteasion of slavery, " I sliOBld be TOwiMing lo Jre- 
cfiive from the LGgisfekirc of Massacliusotts &ny inotvuctions ' 
to present rcsohiticQB expressive of an?j opinions zokate7}er, on 
ifie siibjcci of shver^^ for t'^sro reasons ; firatj, I do not con- 
fijder fhat the |!,«gi3latiire o? Massachusetts has aaytbing . 
to do with it ; and next, I do not consider that J, as her 
repreaentativej, have any thing to do with it." 

On the Isit of March, 184?, 1\q read in the Senate cer- 
tain strong anti-stavery rcaolwtiona of the Massachusetts 
Legisiatitre, md announced that they had beeu passed 
iytianhnoufih/. Did he then rebulie the Legislature of his 
State, for meddliag with what ^r.s none of their busiueas ? 
Hear b",m; "I thank her (Massachusetts) for it, and 
am paouB of her, for she has denounced the whole object 
for which bur armies are now traversing the mountains of 
Mexico. If anything is certain, it is that the sentiment of 
the whole North is utterly opposed to the acquisition of 
tterdtory to be formed 'mto neto slavekoldint; Statea" — G&nff. 
Ghhe,p. 556. ■ ■ . ' 

In 1819, Mr. Websterj, as one of the committee, submic- 
, fced to a Boston meeting two resolutions, •viz. : "Thiit the 
Congi-ess of the United States possess the constitutional- 
power, upon the Mmission of any new State created be- 
yond the limits 5if the original territory of the United 
States, to make the prohibition of the further extension of 
slaveiy oi^ involuntary servitude in sfich Bew State a con- 
dition of its admission;" and that " It is just and;espe- 
dient, that this -powit- should he s&^rcised hy Congress upon 
iiie .admission of all new States erected beyond -the origi- 
nal limits of the United States." MotO-Mx. Webster, as 
the reprefjeatative of . 'Massachusetts in Congress, does not. 
coaside'r that 7ie has anything' to dowih the subject of 
slavery!', ■ • ■ , • , 

"Whenit wj^ aaxjertained, durin^^ the war, that n&vr ter- 
ritory would be acquired, and when it was openly avowed 
thatid was tC'^ become- slave territory, the House of Eep.ve- 
.seniatives passed Mr. iWiimot's. proviso, espressiiy excluding 
slaveiy from the territovy to be thus acquired. This,' cs 
v;a all know, led' to a violent political agitsstion. What part 
did Mr, Wsbstep -take is this . agitation ? ia' 184-1, Ilq ad- 



dressed a meeting of. his ovm party, Q.i\(S, ded&ted, " Tlie?.^ 
is not a mm in this haiij vrno nows to the viiiCMOiPi-E &ff 
ran Wilmot x»i;:ovi80 moek ^ibmi-ttbIAh lap/' Tiio pkTi>- 
ciple of the pxovjBo v/as the oKcksioa ojf slavery, hj 
of Oongress, from the tmitory to he acquired fro7,^ Maxko; 
aad ihat territoiy, we all knowj was iioas ofciter thap 
MerJco and California. 

The agitation wased fiercer ai?.d fiercer. Th© Whig 
parfcy at the Korfcb pledged themselves to the proviso ; ihi 
Legialatnre of Massachusetts, as wo have seen, ■un.animms% 
declared for the exclusion of slavery from Ndw-Mestco and 
California, and Mr, Webster publicly thanked his St.?.ts, aad 
was proud of her for so doing. The Whig party ia Ma.'S* 
eachusetts nomjnate'd Mr. Webster for the Presidency, ssd 
he stood before the country as the Wilmot proviso camidaie^ 
Geiieral Taylor was ultimateJy selected as the Whig candi- 
date, and was supported by the Northern Whfgs, on the 
pledges made by Ins friends, that he would iqiof; veto the 
proviso. General G ass, oa the other hand, was the avovred 
anti- proviso candidate, and as such, was Ojpposed by the 
whole Whig party at the North. The great issue on whicls^ 
the electic-». turned in the free States, was the prohibition 
or permissSn, by Congress, of siavciry in New-Mesico md; 
California. After the candidates wore nominated, aad 
while the whole country was convulsed with tijis issue, 
what was the course of Mr. Webster? Did he dissent 
from his Northero friends ? Did he tell them the issue they 
had made was a nonsensical one ? Hear him once morip. 
On the 10th of Atiguet^ lS48,-qf<ej' Hew-Mesicoisad dais- 
fomia wer© acquired, he rose in the iBenate and tlius deliv- 
ered himself: *' My pppositlou to the increase of slwery 
in this country, or to the increase of slave represoatskioiSs 
is genera! and universal. It has co reference to tha lings 
of latiiuds or points of the compass. I ssali. opposb ais, 

5TJ0H, . BxTBHBIOK AT ALt TIMES AS^B. TJNOBJa. AX-L CSIBOC^ii- 
GSAKCES, ETOH AGAINST AI.I. IKDUOEMaUS'S, AGAJSSS? Alt 

sireposEO msiitation GnuAT iHyB&JSiS'rs,' mi.vsB's, 

To what, let' aSk, did .ihis solemn, emphatic, imqualJ- . 
Sed assev0i*sti6n refer ? Did he then know tluit there was 
1® 
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mi a foot of territory in the United State."?,, over ' wHch it 
\7a3 not morally a,nd pitysically ini j)Ossiblo to extend slavery ?■ 
Was he prcrnisuig, in those impfftssivo terms, to opposo 
T^hafc he was conscious would never be att'etnpted ? Did 
Iio make tliis pltdge before bis country, with a mental re-, 
servatiou tO: anite bereaft^ir with General Cass and the 
slaveholders, in denouncing and scorning the proviso ? Did 
ho mean to deceive his o^n party ? Did he desho to keep 
up an angrf agitation, ttiroughout the nation, for election- 
eering purposes, and did he thus intimate his, belief in the 
danger of the extensi'jn of slavery and slave representation, 
■when ht .well knew that the fiat of the Almighty had ren- 
dered such extension impossible ? , Was he tben acquainted 
■with the " law of physicaV geography," which would ren- 
der the proviso " a re-enactment of the will of God ?" And 
did bo purposely conceal the secret of fhis lav in his own 
breast, when, by revealing it, ho might have stilled the 
wging billows of popular passion which threatened to en- 
gjilf the Union? To. suppose all tbis^ w^ould be to impute 
to Mr. "Webster a degree of tricii6ry and turp'tude rarely 
pamlleled even among politicians. Hence we ars bound to 
assume that thft law of nature, on which be noiM relies, is a 
recent discovery, subsequent at least to the 10th August, 
1848^ 

It is, however, extraordinarv. that a iremleman of his ac- 
quiremeuts did not sooner become a^jquamtid with this "law 

OB' PHYSICAL OEOGUArar— -THE LAW OF THE ^OttMATIOK OB 
5HE KARTH, THAT SETTLES FOIl EVER, TtKYONT) ALL TERMS OP 
HOTAN ENACTMENT, THAT SLAYEST CANKOt EXIGT IN CaU-. 

FOxtNiA OR New-Mexico." It is to bo regretted that Mr. 
Webster did not condescend to demonstrate the oxistencs 
of this law, and to esplain the mode of its operation. He, 
ifideed, tells tis that our new territories are "Asiatic ia 
their formation and scenery but this fact does not prove: 
his law, since slavery has ejdsted for eges amid the scenery 
of Asia ; it exists in the deserts of Africa, has erlsted ia 
every mmitrj of E'lrope* and row exists in the frozen re- 
• glons of Bussia. This law, moreover, must have been cap 
^ted by the Oreatoi" since 1824, or its operation must have 
Iseen pr0vioaslySiij.3jpeaded in deference to. ths Spanish go>f-; 
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1 crnmcnt; for mder that goverameat* negro KlaTCry 
; eyist in 2lcT7-if9sico,and ..Caltfotnia., and it ceased in 1824,- 
\ no« by tlie law of " physical geograipli)'-," but by a Mexican 
:^ edict Thousands of slaves aro employed in the mines of 

* Brazil, aud Mr. Webster does not esplsiii hovr Ms lair for- 
hida their employment in the minca of Oalifomia. Mr. 

; Webster, iridicules the application of the proviso to Canada, 
i in case of annosatton. I neither see nor feel the point of 
; his wit — slavery Ist already prohibited by the losal law of 
\ Canada; but were it not, most certainly it OBgbt f^s be pro- 
\ hibitcd as a' condition, of annexation. New-liroilj adjoins 
\ Canada, and llr. Webster probably regards the prohibition.- 
; of slavery in our recent Constitutipn as the height of ab- 
surdity. In 1790 there were 21,000 slaves in Jfetv-Yorlr/ 
and on the 4th of July, 1827, about 10,000 slaves wero 
emancipated, not by Mr. Webster's law, but by act of the 
Legislature, and the number would have been much greater, 
: had not laws for their gradual emancipation been in opera- 
tion since 1796. , For a long period, slavery Sourished in 
: New~York undisturbed by abolitionists. The absence of 
; all anti-slavery agitation was as perfect as Mr. Webster's 
: heart could desire. Stray negroes were caught with al- 
i most as much ease as stray pigs. Neither pulpit nor press 
1 ruffled the happy serenity of the slaveholders. But this 
ki;_'iHssful repose was suddenly broken in 1741, by rumors of 
; an intended insurrection. Courts and executioners were 
i immediately . put into requisition, and in pursuance of judi« 
I cial sentences, iktr'een slaves were burnt alive at tks »takc 
I in the city of I/eiff-.tTork, eighteen were hanged, and eev- 
; enty-one were exported to foreign markets. Mr. Webster 
\ is unnecessarily distressed by the supposed unhappy infla- 
i enoc of the anti-slaveiy agitation upon the condition of the 
; slaves. They were never, better treated, 'were never less 
( miserable than at the present moment. The more publio 
I observation is directed ta the conduct of the masters^ tho 
s less reprehensible will that conduct be. 
I The promulgation of the law of, "^nhymml ^gfaphy"' 
; eeema to make no jm,prcssioa oii^b^ ^vi!|iG|4&tW -^.^my 

• continue as ravenous as evesr ^ftfioJnew.tefxitopfesj » Ifut 
; "sith one Qccord they unite with the ^r0;slayer^ DeiSQcrats. 



St the North, and with otsr liortliera politicians and mer- 
clsania eager for Southem vo't^s and Southern trade, in 
lauding and glorifying him, not for iiis diecoverj of a ncrr 
law cf nature, httt for his discovery of a kationai. pi-edoe 
to receive into tho Union turw slave States to bo formed 
out of the Texan territory— for his denunciation of the 
proviso, and for his promisad aid in catching the faturo 
Latimera who may be found on the soil of MAssAcmrssiTa. 

Congress by the Constitution may admit new States at 
discretion, and hence new States have been admitted on 
rarious conditions. The joint resolutions admitting Texas 
imposed restrictions on this power. Congress may, with 
the consent of Texas, admit one State north of 36° SO', but 
if admitted, it must be as a free State. Congress tnay ad- 
mit three States, with the consent of Texas, south of that 
line ; but if admitted, no restriction in regard to slavery can 
bo imposed on them. Mr, Webster now finds in these re- 
solutions what had escaped tho knowledge of both the 
Horth and the South, viz., a i'jational pleoge to admit 
THREE SLAVB SxATES. As-no State can be admitted with- 
out the consent of Texas, and as that consent will be with- 
held for a State north of 30', it follows, according to 
Mr. Webster, that we have made a one-sided bargain ; of 
the four coniemplated States, we mttsf have three with slav- 
ery, but are to be cheated out of the one with freedom. 
This discovery, which haa tt^ken the whole natio.. by sur- 
prise, is, like the discovery of the geographical law, of re- 
cent date. 

Oh the 22d March, 1848, Mr. Webster was ignorant of 
this naiional pledge ! In his speech in the Senate, on that 
day, alluding to the joint resolutions, he remarked ^ * 

"If you refer to the resolutions providing for the 
annexatioii of Texas, you find a proviso that it shall be 
in the povtbr op Cokgeess hereafter to make four new 
States out of the Texan' territory^ — present and prospective 
five new States ; ten new Senators mat come into the 
TTnion put of TQsp,B**r7-Mqustort*s Eeports, p. 403. 

Ifs. :Wi^3t4r fflj^g^ ^imself to vote for the bill now 
pefrdtng ta* tlio Benafe?, fo? tho recovery of fugitive slaves^ 
by whic)i ^,«}iti2.2a {<f Massachusetts may bo converted into 
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li a beast nf burden, and by whieK any man or woman may 
,;bo made to pay $1,500, atid bo cotiSned sis iiioaths ia 
5 prison, for the crime of giving food and lodging, harboring 
I and concealing a fellow-beingv and perhaps a fcIIow-Chris- 
j ; iian, guiltless of crime, and tbas aiding him in the pursuife 
K^f iifo, liberty and happiness. Possibly Mr. Webster may 
• hereafter discover a law of haman nature that will reader 
' this pledge as wortliless as his geographical law has ren- 
dered his proviso pledge. Let us inquire into the practical 
J working of this proposed law. As Mr. Webster is to vote 
] for it, he, of course, can have no conscientious objection to 
^ aid in executing it. Let us then imagine a scene in per- 
a feet consistency with the position he has assumed. 
I On his retura from Wajshington, ho is followed by Messrs. 
I Brain and Hili, who retain him in a prosecution they havo 
i commenced against a Boston matron. She had harbored 
I their beautiful slave, for whom they had lately demanded 
I eighteen hundred dollars, and who had effected her escapo 
I from bondage and outrage. The cause is ready for trial, not 
; before a postmaster or other solitary official, but, as in this 
1 case it must be, before a Boston Jurv. The Court is open- 
led, and the jury empanelled ; bat the room is thronged to 
I suffocation, and an anxious multitude without is striving for 
admittance. A cry i^ heard— To FAKEniLHAnrJ Tho 
; Court yields to the wishes of the people. The lady, 
guarded by constables, and Daniel Webster, locked arm 
i in arm with his Alexandria clients, wend their way to fcho 
j Htill. The judges and jury have taken their seats, the old 
; Cradle of Liberty is filled to its utmost capacity with citi- 
jzens of Boston, the silence of the grave pervades t,he vast 
i assembly, but men's hearts are beating with unwonted 
J violence, and scorn and indignation are distorting the linea- 
fments of every countenance. Daniel - Webster rises as 
1 counsel for the prosecution, and Hapfcook and Warren, and 
jthe Adamses, end other apostles and piartyrs of New-Eng- 
'iland liberty, seem to look down upon him from their canvas 
/with unnatural sternness. The feed advocate of the slave 
^traders turns to the jury with some little embaryassmenS 
Mi manner, some tremor of muscle. He cooiraeaces his ad- 
•dress with a learned esposition of the Constitution. Nexfc 
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ColIoTrs a couI-stiniBg ealogium upou our otOEroirs TJmoit 
-™-tho Ip/.S ttopo of freedom, the refugo for the oppressed 
of all tho nations wysoa carlh. Most earnestly doss he pro- 
test thfit KO Kian tiboraikiates slavery more , than he does ; 
and to prove laa sincerity, he quotes from his old speeches, 
•Grsd repeats liia o/c? pledgee. JBut be has a sacred duty to 
perfonu, and fearlessly will be discharge ifc. The cause of 
liti2S!ua freedom and of Iiumaa n'ghtS; niid the preservation 
of our glorioua ITnios, upoa which that freedom and those 
mghis depend, require, imperatively require, that this kdy, 
virtuotw and benevolent she may be, shall be lorn from 
Iier husband andchUdfen, and itncaured with felons iaLev- 
erett street Jail, for eix months. He intimates, that this is 
only portion of the punishment . due to the crime of the 
prisoner. His injured clients are entitled to oae thousand 
dollars from the husband of the lady, and the insulted ma- 
jesty of the Union claims from the same source satisfaction 
to the amount of five hundred dollare. After a high- 
wrought peroration on the obligations of justice and good 
faith, he calls a witness to prove the guilt of tho prisoner. 
At this point he is interrupted by the opposit<5 counsel, who 
jnforraa t'le jury ho will not detain them by the exaniina- 
tiort of witnesses. The prisoner freely, cheerfully admits 
the act ^ith which she is charged. It is true that she saw 
in the |>anting fugitive at her door a representative of Hrii 
tvho eatd, " inasmuch as ye did it unto one of the least of 
tbesf, my brethren, yo did it unto me." She did take her 
h\ ehe did feed, and clothe, and lodge, and conceal her. 
If, in thus obeying the lav/ of God, she had broken that of 
man, she is willing, if needs be, to suffer bonds in His 
cause who gave His life for her. He then maintains that 
the Constituticn imposes upon the States tho obligation to 
eurrender fugitives, and gives Congress no authority to 
visit privato individuals v/ith pains and penalties for not as- 
eisting in their apprehension. In proof of the correstness 
of this construction of tho Coastitutioij, he reads the opinion * 
of the learned counsel for the prosecution, expressed in his 
late speech in the Oecate. But he rests the defense of the 
prisoner oa higher grounds than eonstitatioaal kvr. Ha 
eppoals to tho LAW OF LOVE writtea upon tho huraaa hcark;.. 
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cud proclaiaied hy the to;c3 of tlw Clan of God, and If tlie 
Constitution of the United States abx'ogates this lawj tbea 
is, St. a conspiracy against the virtue of maa and the govern- 
ment of Jehovah, and therefore auU md void. The causa, 
is subraitted. by the Court, with a brief iii»in:,atioa to tHa 
jarj, ttiat in a criniinai case they arc the judges of the hi^ 
as wetl as of the fact. The jury, ■^s'ithout leaving thci? 
bos, return a rerdtct cf kot om-FT. As the Trords arc 
caught by the attending multitude, their pent-up feelings 
find vent ia loud md prolonged hurrahs ; and tho oace fa- 
vorite soa of fiew-England blanches as he hears in the 
triumphant shouts of the people, the knell of his ovra 
fame and power. 

Be it, that all this h fiction. Alas I it is fiction founded 
on FACT — founded op Mr. Webster's broken pledges- 
founded on his open apostasy from the cause of freedom—- 
founded oa his proclaimed intention to vote for a law out- 
raging alike the personal security of the citizen and the 
obligations of the Christian. Mr. Webster treats r;ith dis- 
i cspcct tho Legislatures of fourteen States of the free ^Torlb, 
■which have protested against the extension of ftlavcry to 
the new territories, not by questioning the binding force of 
their instructionsi but by virtually rebuking them all for 
expressing " any opinioii whatever" in relation to slavery, 
and by insisting that they " have nothing to do" with a 
question occupying the thoughts and enlisting the feelings 
of every citizen, and involving the honor, power aad pros- 
perity of our countiy, and the happiness or degradation of 
unborn miilions of the human race. 

He pays a sorry compliment to iha commoa sense of tha 
people iii offering to them at tho eleventh hour, a nevf sad 
unheard-of law of physical geography," together with tho 
"Asiatic Ecenery and formation" cf the conquered temto- 
ries, as an excuse for violating tho faith ho had plighted, ia 
behalf of the proviso. He has shocked the moral sense of 
a largo portion of the commuuity, by giving in advaaco Ms 
sanction to a liiw which suspends the liberty or bondage of 
a citizen on the afSdavit of a slaveholder, and the judgment 
of a postmaster-— a law which eoavcrts sympathy for guiife- 



■ Mr,: y-obafer .uedtetes 'ihe ii^^ijl'fl.n A moral sm- 

of our comraa^cl&r^r^s^. on'tho subao^fi^iiifty of politicians, 
on ifeo difM5Jp)i|i"e; of parfijf ami t>tt his <y wd great infl?it>r\oii),^ 
' Mr. W«'b^terilopkfi amk xi^m ihe ■pc'Si;^:; but tlifl 'tWi' is 
probabJj?'. a#far, "(JisUiilt whoa' tho:{Mki'jw,3!'ili cease" to Jook: 

quire for |i!hohi t!ie,T,fi6ils of, tho dajr ; hnl m ti>o -jwiiti&aOl 
Jiistorj tif;ottii^coimtr)r, the poop\& have iie^]^ {plttoed tliojr^ 
-affeotbii'if \ip6^ any tarn, in who?© stability consistency 

ifeojp^ dirfcot'co«fid^^^ • ■ , . '„:,-■■-./.■ 

■ , I; remaia> dear sir, yours trelf, . 



Sunn a'. Q]BAy> i'itRtWRf- 56 SrMcit Ssa'Kas. 



